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NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETINGS 

HE following persons have been 

appointed as official delegates of the 
A. L. A. to the International Library 
and Bibliographical Congress in Rome, 
without, however, any offer from the 
A. L. A. to pay their expenses: The 
President of the A. L. A., as of June, 
1929; the immediate past President; the 
Librarian of Congress; the Secretary of 
the A. L. A.; the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on International Relations; the 
Chairman of the Committee on Bibliog- 
raphy; the Chairman of the Committee 
on Library Cooperation with the His- 
panic Peoples, and the European repre- 
sentative of the A. L. A.; also all ex- 
presidents of the A. L. A.; members of 


NEWS 


the Executive Board; members of the 
Committee on International Relations, 
and presidents of the affiliated national 
library organizations, who attend the 
conference. This is the first important 
item appearing in the minutes of the 
Executive Board which held two ses- 
sions during the Midwinter conference, 
one on December 27, and the other on 
December 29. 

The Board voted that letters of ap- 
preciation be sent to Dr. C. W. Andrews 
and an anonymous donor for bequests 
to the A. L. A. (See A. L. A. Council 
minutes, p. 13); that the President and 
Secretary be authorized to execute a 
lease for space on the ninth floor of the 
new building at 510 North Michigan 
Avenue for the Headquarters office of 
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the Association (it is planned that the 
Headquarters office will be moved 
about May first); that a plan of be- 
quests by life insurance to promote the 
endowment of libraries and of the As- 
sociation be approved; that the appoint- 
ment of A. L. A. delegates to the Third 
3iennial Conference of the World Fed- 
eration of Education Associations be 
left to the President and Secretary; 
that President Eastman be appointed 
official delegate of the A. L. A. to the 
Conference of the World Association 
for Adult Education meeting in Cam- 
bridge, England, August 22 to 29, 
where she has been asked to address the 
meeting ; that a joint meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation and the A. L. A., proposed by 
George W. Lee, with the idea of talking 
over possible ways of cooperation, be 
left to the Program Committee ; that the 
solicitation of Booklist advertising be 
continued during 1929; that a special 
committee be appointed to consider the 
library in relation to the city manager 
form of government; that an A. L. A. 
Committee on Fire Insurance be ap- 
pointed, and authorized to obtain the 
advice of the National Underwriters 
Association in working out a model 
policy for libraries; that the Drama 
League of America be authorized to use 
the name of the A. L. A. as sponsoring 
Drama Week. 

The Board approved the budget and 
plan for a preliminary investigation of 
an extension of cataloging service to 
American libraries, presented by the 
Catalog Section (See A. L. A. Bulletin, 
1928, p. 397) and the research program 
in prison library work, presented by the 
Committee on Institution Libraries (See 
A. L. A. Bulletin, 1929, p. 12) and in- 


structed the officers to make every rea- 
sonable effort to secure funds for these 
purposes. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. 
Henry S. Haskell, reporting that the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace had made a grant of $5,000 to the 
A. L. A., $2,000 for exhibits and exhibit 
material, and $3,000 for the travel ex- 
penses of two official delegates to the 
International Library Congress in Rome, 
June 15 to 30. 

The Secretary reported that the 
A. L. A. has been invited to take part 
in an International Exhibit of children’s 
books which will take place in Geneva 
during the Third Biennial Conference 
of the World Federation of Education 
Associations. 

The Board expressed a desire to co- 
operate with M. Roland-Marcel in his 
proposed exhibit of American libraries, 
history and thought. 

( Mimeographed copies of the minutes 
may be borrowed from A. L. A. Head- 
quarters if further details are desired.) 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

As has been previously announced, 
the annual meeting will be held in 
Washington, D. C., May 13-18. Gen- 
eral sessions will be held at the Audi- 
torium. Registration, exhibits and gen- 
eral A. L. A. Headquarters will also be 
there. The first general session will be 
Monday evening. One general session 
will be a joint meeting with the S. L. A. 
Meetings of the sections and round 
tables will probably begin Monday 
morning or afternoon. 


NEWS FROM MEXICO 
President Eastman has just been no- 
tified that Sefior Juan B. Salazar has 
been appointed chief of the Department 
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of Libraries, to succeed Sefiorita Es- 
peranza Velazquez Bringas. Sefior Sal- 
azar plans to continue the work of car- 
rying out the resolutions looking toward 
bibliographic cooperation between the 
United States and Mexico, passed at 
the West Baden conference. 


Annie Spencer Cutter was the guest 
of honor at the sixty-first anniversary 
celebration of the founding of the Na- 
tional Library of Mexico. 


Sefior Joaquin Diaz Mercado has 
been appointed as the member for Mex- 
ico of the A. L. A. Membership Com- 
mittee. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION EXHIBIT 

A book truck photograph enlarged to 
three by five feet was the center of a 
county library booth at the annual meet- 
ing of the Farm Bureau Federation. 
Julia Wright Merrill, executive assist- 
ant to the A. L. A. Committee on Li- 
brary Extension, who had charge of the 
exhibit, reports that a number of farm 
journal editors, state agricultural ex- 
tension workers and county agents, as 
well as many farmers and farmers’ 
wives, visited the booth. The county 
library film shown in an automatic pro- 
jector, a map of the United States giv- 
ing the location of each county library, 


and publications on county libraries and 
other A. L. A. publications completed 
the exhibit. 


HURRICANE RELIEF TO FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES 

Eleven hundred dollars, the balance 
which remained from the flood rehabil- 
itation grant of $25,000 made a year ago 
by the Carnegie Corporation, has been 
used by the A. L. A. Committee on Li- 
brary Extension, with the Corporation’s 
approval, to assist the West Palm Beach 
and the Lake Worth libraries, two tax 
supported libraries which _ suffered 
severe losses from the Florida hurri- 
cane. The fund was divided between 
the two libraries as soon as it was evi- 
dent that local tax bodies were doing 
their share in rehabilitation. It is to be 
spent for book replacement. 


READABLE BOOKS 

An encouraging report of progress 
was given by Emma Felsenthal at the 
midwinter meeting of the Board on the 
Library and Adult Education on her 
work of selecting titles for a list of 
First books in many subjects. Books in 
about forty subjects have been exam- 
ined. The scope of the list covers the 
chief cultural and academic subjects, the 
basic vocations, and common practices. 
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The tests applied to the books have 
included not only the handling of the 
subject by the author and the physical 
attractiveness of the volume, but also 
the prospective reader. The books have 
been examined for simplicity of lan- 
guage, non-technical treatment, brevity 
of statement, fluency for reading pur- 
poses, adult approach, vitality, and re- 
liability. As a norm by which to test 
other books, Man before history, by 
Mary E. Boyle, was selected as embody- 
ing the majority of these features. 

The reader, for whom this list of 
simpler humanized books is intended, is 
the person who has had a brief school 
life but is book conscious and who is in 
earnest in the matter of self education. 

Considerable work must still be done 
in the examination of books but it is ex- 
pected that the selections for this list 
will be concluded during the spring of 
1929. The entire list will then be issued 
by the Board on the Library and Adult 


Education, under whose direction the 
work was initiated. It is now being car- 
ried out by a sub-committee consisting 
of L. J. Bailey, F. H. Chase, and C. E. 
Rush, with Miss Felsenthal as assistant 
in charge of selection. 

Even though this list of humanized 
books will be tentative, librarians may 
expect it to be a useful handbook for 
desk use in circulation and reference de- 
partments. Perhaps it will point the 
way toward the publication of a sort of 
book, generally needed by libraries, of 
which there is now a recognized lack. 


MEETING OF THE A. A. A. E. 


The Fourth Annual Conference of 
the Association will be held at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, at Chapel 
Hill on May 20, 21, and 22. It is hoped 
that, as this meeting immediately fol- 
lows the A. L. A. meeting in Washing- 
ton, a number of A. L. A. members will 
plan to attend. 


A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


THE YEARBOOKS 


PRELIMINARY examination of 
A the material being gathered for the 
three yearbooks to be published this 
spring indicates that quite unconsciously, 
each committee is vieing with the other 
to see which yearbook can set the highest 
standard. The first two School Library 
Yearbooks set a good mark. The third 
aims to surpass them. Not to be out- 
done the children’s librarians and the 
college and reference librarians are 
bringing into existence carefully worked 
up material which will be a credit to 
their groups and to the profession as a 
whole. The results of their efforts 
promise to be extremely useful. 


THE LIBRARY IN THE SCHOOL 

The preliminary mimeographed edi- 
tion of Lucile Fargo’s textbook The 
library in the school has made its ap- 
pearance. A few copies are available at 


$2.50. 


READING WITH A PURPOSE 

The Reading with a Purpose courses 
have been given publicity recently in 
magazines of national circulation, such 
as Woman’s Home Companion, Better 
Homes and Gardens, Playground, Good 
Housekeeping and others. Reviews 
also appear regularly in state education 
journals and in local newspapers. 

The inquiries which result from this 
publicity are as varied as they are scat- 
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tered. From California to Maine and 
from the Great Lakes to the Gulf, scores 
of people write in each week for help 
in directing their reading. They have 
learned about the Reading with a Pur- 
pose courses and wish to follow some 
of them. Many say they are just what 
they have been looking for. 

Some librarians feel that since re- 
views in well known magazines seem to 
have more weight with the public than 
notices prepared locally, clipping copies 
of the magazines carrying Reading with 
a Purpose reviews might be procured 
and the articles posted on the library 
bulletin board with a note to the effect 
that the library has the reading courses 


mentioned. Good Housekeeping, Janu- 
ary, 1929; Playground, December, 1928; 
Better Homes and Gardens, January, 
1929 might be used this way. 


To give new interest to the series a 
new Reading with a Purpose poster is 
under way and will be ready for distri- 
bution within a two. It is 
practically a reproduction of the at- 
tractive green poster with the 
Reading with a Purpose portrait exhibit, 
a poster which was awarded a “men- 
tion” for 


week or 


used 


typographical excellence. 
Printed in black and red on vivid green 
stock. Price, 25c; 5 copies, $1; 10, 
$1.50; 25, $3; 50, $5. 


+f - 


MIDWINTER MEETINGS 


HE Midwinter Meetings of the 

A. L. A., held at the Drake Hotel 
in Chicago, December 27, 28, 29, were 
attended by nearly four hundred. 

Two A. L. A. Council meetings, open 
to all members, were held. The Execu- 
tive Board held two sessions; the Board 
on the Library and Adult Education, 
Committee on Classification of Library 
Personnel, Library Survey Committee, 
and Catalog Section each held one ses- 
sion. The Editorial Committee, Educa- 
tion Committee, League of Library 
Commissions and Librarians of Large 
Public Libraries, each held two sessions. 
The College Librarians of the Middle 
West and the University and Reference 
Librarians each met in one single session 
and met in one joint session. The Nor- 
mal School and Teachers College Li- 
brarians held one session. Luncheon 
meetings were held by the Education 
Committee and Religious Book Round 
Table; a breakfast meeting was held by 
the Committee on Salaries, Insurance 


and Annuities and a dinner meeting 
preceded the open meeting of the 
Catalog Section. The Bibliographical 
Society of America and a Business Li- 
brarians Round Table under the aus- 
pices of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion each held one session. 


COUNCIL 
First SESSION 
(Thursday afternoon, December 27) 
A meeting of the Council of the 
American Library Association was held 
at the Drake Hotel, President Linda A. 
Eastman presiding. 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES 
The meeting opened with a consider- 
ation of the question “Should Library 
Service to Schools be Administered by 
School Authorities or Public Libraries.” 
Carl Vitz made the following points: 


1. School library service must be 
given under a variety of conditions. 
There is little uniformity in the state 
and municipal laws governing schools 
and libraries; in racial content, in the 
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attitude toward education, in standards 
of living, etc., of communities; in the 
attitude of local heads of school and 
library boards and in the excellence of 
the two institutions. Hence it is im- 
possible that there should be a uniform- 
ity in the solution of the problem. 

2. Good school library service costs 
fifty cents* per capita, not per capita 
of enrolled students, but fifty cents per 
capita of the total population. Public 
libraries with the $1.00 per capita sup- 
port or less cannot afford to spend 50% 
of their total income for school library 
service. 

3. Points in favor of joint support 
are 

a. The public library and the pub- 
lic school are the only almost uni- 
versally tax supported educational 
agencies. It is as logical for the two 
to cooperate as it is for the city de- 
partments of recreation or welfare to 
cooperate with the schools in matters 
of playgrounds, etc. 

b. The school library serves all de- 
partments, teacher, supervisor and ad- 
ministrator. It is a part of some- 
thing outside and beyond the school 
as well. A basis of joint control puts 
it more tactfully in a neutral position 
with reference to all parts of the 
school organization. 

c. Schools are often influenced by 
standardization and _ regimentation, 
mass methods. The public library’s 
traditional approach is on the basis of 
bringing the needed book to the in- 
dividual when and as needed. 

d. Schools have back of them the 
law which says you must. The pub- 
lic library stands or falls by its suc- 
cess in promoting a voluntary associa- 
tion between child and book. In the 
development of an appreciation of 
literature and the creation of a desire 
to read and to continue self-educa- 
tion, the public library possesses an 
immense advantage. 

Jesse H. Newlon, professor of educa- 
tion and director of the Lincoln School 


*This figure is based on figures from the city of 
Toledo, compiled to conform with the standards 
adopted by the N. E. A. and the A. L. A. 


of Teachers College, Columbia, former- 
ly superintendent of public schools in 
Denver, spoke on the administration of 
public school libraries from the point of 
view of a superintendent. He contend- 
ed that the concept of the school library 
as an essential feature of the school it- 
self arose primarily among the teachers 
and school executives and not among 
librarians. The development of the 
school library goes hand in hand with 
the new developments in education. The 
school library should be under the ad- 
ministration of the school because 

1. The school library is as surely an 
integral part of the high and elementary 
school as is the library of the university. 

2. A good library is the heart of the 
school. It has been a functional part of 
the new school since the abolition of the 
one textbook method of teaching. 

3. The problems of the school li- 
brary are primarily school problems. 
The kind of material the library will 
contain, the way in which the library 
will function, will be determined by the 
educational philosophy of the school. 

4. Administrators of public libraries 
do not think in the same terms as edu- 


cators and their objectives are somewhat 
dissimilar. 

5. School librarians must think 
primarily in terms of the problems of 
the school. They cannot serve two 
masters. 

The school library is a special library 
and like other special libraries in the 
city, friendly cooperation with the pub- 
lic library should exist for the mutual 
benefit of each institution. 


Marion Lovis agreed with Dr. New- 
lon that the school library should be 
under the jurisdiction of the school 
board. She credited librarians with 
starting the school library movement 
and cited the Certain Report as being 
probably the greatest impetus to the 
movement, but, she declared, it was only 
when educators set up their own stand- 
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ards that standards became noticeably 
effective. She elaborated upon Dr. 
Newlon’s outline of the school library 
which provides individualized and in- 
formal work and she stressed the points 
that the librarian’s status and salary 
must be comparable with the rest of the 
faculty and that the administrative ma- 
chinery must run smoothly. 

Frances Kelly outlined the forms of 
cooperation between public library and 
public schools in the order of their de- 
velopment. They included the class- 
room library, the fixed collection, the 
school deposit station, the branch library 
in the school and finally the special de- 
partment in the public library. She ad- 
vocated the library’s sharing in the de- 
velopment of a school library system 
provided the library was equipped to un- 
dertake the project and carry it through 
satisfactorily. She summarized briefly 
the advantages of a joint administra- 
tion, mentioning particularly the econ- 
omy of administration through co- 
operative cataloging, book selection, etc. 

Gratia Countryman made a summary 
of the work between public libraries and 
public schools. She emphasized the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The public schools as never be- 
fore are recognizing the value of school 


libraries. 


2. Administration of the school li- 


brary by the public library means more 
service to the children and teachers. 

a. The public library’s book col- 
lection is open to the children all the 
year round, whereas the school col- 
lection is unavailable in summer. 

b. Each school library has back of 
it all the resources of the book col- 
lection of the public library and the 
experience and knowledge of the pub- 
lic library’s personnel. 

c. Children taught to use the pub- 
lic library in school will find the 


transition to the other branches of the 

library, on graduation, easy. They 

will have acquired the public library 
habit for life. 

d. The public library has an at- 
mosphere of friendliness which it can 
carry into the schools with good re- 
sults. It is the one educative ac- 
tivity of the school where there is 
freedom from supervised reading and 
formality of curriculum. 

Miss Countryman then spoke of the 
relation of the county library and the 
public school. She believes that the 
county library is unquestionably the best 
way to get books to the people in rural 
districts because 

1. Any book in the collection of the 
county library system is at the disposal 
of any teacher or pupil. Any slides and 
stereographs, etc., in the collection may 
also be borrowed to enrich the curric- 
ulum of the schools. 

2. The services of a librarian spe- 
cially trained for the work are insured. 

3. Books come into the homes of the 
rural people regularly through the chil- 
dren and through them to the older 
members of the family. 


4. Rural school boards always have 
a limited budget and the money allowed 
for books is exceedingly low. Each 
year only a few titles can be bought. 
These rapidly wear out and remain torn 
and ragged because of lack of funds for 
rebinding. 

Perusal of these items shows that the 
county library method is the cheapest 
and most effective method of getting 
books to the schools. 

Miss Countryman concluded with a 
description of the enthusiasm and the 
complete satisfaction of the county su- 
perintendent of schools in Minneapolis 
over the county library’s work with 
rural schools. 

Just before the close of the first ses- 
sion there was a further discussion of 
the school library problem. 
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Gratia Countryman brought up the 
question of a comparison between school 
librarians and public librarians salaries. 
Josephine Rathbone said that of the 
graduates of Pratt Institute in school 
library work, those working directly 
under school boards were receiving very 
much better salaries than those working 
in public library systems. 

Harriet Wood considered the small 
community with limited funds. She said 
that in Minnesota, the library commis- 
sion is under the State Department of 
Education. Each community administers 
its own affairs so far as libraries are 
concerned. The state distributes library 
aid, which amounts to twenty dollars for 
every one-room school and forty dollars 
for a two-room school provided the 
requirements of buying double the 
amount of books from the state list are 
met. 


After considerable discussion, it was 
moved by George F. Bowerman, 


That the Secretary look into the ques- 
tion of having a survey made of the 
school library situation under the joint 
auspices of the American Library Asso- 
ciation and the National Education As- 
sociation so as to arrive at some working 
basis that will meet the situation in the 
best way. 


The motion was seconded by J. C. M. 
Hanson, with the provision that it did 
not bind the Association to any financial 
obligation. The motion was carried. 


ENGINEERING INDEX 

Waldo Davis Downs, of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, ex- 
plained the work of abstracting and 
annotating articles in 1,700 publications 
for the Engineering Index service and 
of printing cards for them two weeks 
after their publication. 


1933 WORLD’S FAIR 

President Eastman spoke of the fact 
that the A. L. A. Council has asked the 
International Library and Bibliograph- 
ical Congress to hold its meeting in 1933 
in Chicago during the 1933 World’s 
Fair. Fred Dell Wood, of the World’s 
Fair, outlined the plans for the Fair. 

GREETINGS TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Josephine Rathbone moved that the 
Secretary be authorized to convey to 
Miss Bogle, who was unable to be pres- 
ent at the Meetings on account of illness, 
the greetings of the Council and other 
friends here, our regrets at her absence 
and our sincere wishes for her speedy 
and complete recovery. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS DOCUMENTS 

Alice Charlton, John Crerar Library, 
presented the following resolution on 
behalf of the College and Reference 
Section and the Catalog Section: 

That the Council of the American 
Library Association make urgent repre- 
sentations to the proper authorities of 
the League of Nations to maintain the 
official and permanent order of arrange- 
ment of documents and apply such order 
of arrangement to all documents previ- 
ously issued, to print title-pages and 
contents-sheets to facilitate binding them 
in composite volumes according to this 
official arrangement, and in the future 
at the end of each year to use title-pages 
and contents-sheets for the year’s prod- 
uct. 

Raymond T. Rich, of the World 
Peace Foundation, approved the resolu- 
tion read by Miss Charlton. He urged 
librarians to look to their collections of 
documents, as the Foundation (which 
is a clearing house of information about 
international affairs and for interna- 
tional publications) is already unable 
to meet the demands for certain League 
of Nations publications. A full set of 
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League of Nations documents today 
includes over 6,000 titles. The Founda- 
tion asks for the cooperation of libra- 
rians in selecting centers as depositories 
for a full collection of League publica- 
tions. 

resolution Miss 


The submitted by 


Charlton was adopted. 
RESOLUTION FROM THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 
Adam Strohm read the 


resolution : 


At a recent meeting of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship, it was 
voted to present the following resolution 
to the Council of the American Library 
Association : 

That it is the opinion of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship that the 
two months of satisfactory general ex- 
perience in an approved library, or its 
equivalent, now required by the mini- 
mum standards for admission of junior 
undergraduates, senior undergraduates, 
and graduate library schools may be 
eliminated from the standards, but that 
the Board strongly recommends such 
experience as highly desirable. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report be adopted. 


following 


After further discussion of the school 
library problem (See p. 8), the meeting 
adjourned. 

SECOND SESSION 

(Saturday morning, December 29) 

BUSINESS LIBRARIES SECTION 

By order of the Council there was a 
reconsideration of the question of a 
Business Libraries Section. George B. 
Utley, chairman of the Committee, in 
reviewing the situation referred the 
Council to the discussion as reported in 
the January Bulletin for 1928. Francis 
Cady, president of the Special Libraries 
Association, stated that the formation 
of such a section would be unfriendly to 
the S. L. A., that such a section 


be duplicating the work of the S. 


would 


L. A. 


and that one hundred and fifty-six mem- 
bers of the S. L. A., who are also mem- 
bers of the A. L. A., opposed the forma- 


tion of the section. After discussion 


Mr. Utley moved 

That the Council grant the petition 
for a Business Libraries Section now 
before it and permit certain members 
of the American Library Association to 
organize as a Section of that Associa- 
tion to be known as the Business Libra- 
ries Section. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 


PROPOSAL FOR SECTIONS ON WORK 
WITH FOREIGN BORN AND ON 
PERIODICALS 

Carl Vitz, presented the report of the 
Committee on The Commit- 
tee, on investigation, found that there 
was a lack of information on the subject 
of round tables and sections. It 


moved that 

Whereas, at present, guiding principles 
for the creation of sections are lacking, 
and 

Whereas, the present method of ap- 
pointing special committees for every 
such petition will result almost certainly 
in a lack of uniformity, therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Council require 
that a section may be created only in 
the interests of a distinctive subdivision 
or a distinctive phase of library work 
and only on the receipt of a petition 
setting forth the need for the new sec- 
tion whose signers shall have a prime 
interest in this subdivision or phase and 
who, as signers to the petition at the 
same time signify their intention of be- 
coming charter members of the section, 
if approved, and willing to assume all 
the obligations and privileges of paying 


Petitions. 


was 


dues, holding office, and serving on 
committees. 
The number of signers required 


should be perhaps one hundred, cer- 
tainly not less than seventy-five or sixty, 
and further, that the consideration of 
such requests be not referred to special 
committees, but to the Committee on 
Committees. 
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The motion was seconded and carried. 
(This action is being referred to the 
Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws as well as the Committee on Com- 
mittees. ) 

H. O. Severance, chairman of the 
periodical group, stated that he was 
willing to postpone action until the next 
meeting of the Council. The chairman 
of the Committee on Work with the 
Foreign Born was not present. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Carl B. Roden, chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, said that it was 
the intention of the Committee that the 
ballot for 1929-30, should carry only 
one name for each office to be filled. 


ENDOWMENT FUND 

President Eastman reviewed the work 
of raising the endowment fund. She re- 
called the fact that the Council, meeting 
at Atlantic City in March, 1926, in ac- 
cepting the million dollar endowment 
from the Carnegie Corporation, had 
committed itself to acquire endowments 
from other sources, with the under- 
standing that the Corporation would 
add another million dollars when the 
A. L. A. had raised a million. Under 
an agreement with the Corporation 
memberships are capitalized at twenty 
to one. The $100 a year paid by a sus- 
taining member counts as $2000 toward 
the endowment fund. Contributing 
members at $25 a year count as $500 
toward the fund. About one quarter of 
the amount needed has already been 
raised. President Eastman told of her 
experience in obtaining sustaining mem- 
bers and of her hope that Cleveland 
would obtain her quota of sustaining 
members in the near future. 

She announced that Dr. Clement 
Andrews has made a bequest in his will 


of $1000 toward the Endowment Fund 
and that another member of the A. L. A. 
who prefers to be anonymous at the 
present time, has drawn a trust agree- 
ment by which a trust fund will be left 
to the A. L. A., the income from which 
will go to a relative during his lifetime 
and at his death the income will come to 
the A. L. A. 
help 


She urged all present to 


with the work of raising the 


endowment. 


COMMITTEE OF FIVE 

Henry O. Severance, chairman of the 
Committee, read the report of the Com- 
mittee.* Section I of the report, which 
would make the Chairman of the Coun- 
cil another person than the president of 
the Association, the term of office to be 
two years, was read. A motion that 
Section I be adopted was lost. 

Section II of the report called for the 
election of the president for two years. 
A motion to this effect was made and 
lost. 

Section III was a recommendation to 
continue holding annual meetings. A 
motion to this effect was made and car- 
ried. 


JOURNAL OF DISCUSSION 

C. C. Williamson, chairman of the 
Committee, briefly reviewed the history 
of the Journal from the time the Council 
voted that the Bulletin be expanded into 
a Journal of Discussion at the Atlantic 
City meeting. He reported that a sub- 
scription list of 500 at $5 a year, was 
now in sight. Mr. Williamson said that 
it was now the consensus of opinion of 
the members of the committee working 
on the Journal that it should not be an 
expansion of the Bulletin, but a quar- 


*This report was read at the West Baden con- 
ference, but before action was taken, a motion to 
adjourn was made. See A. L. A. Papers and pro- 
ceedings, 1928, p.387. 
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terly, which should present articles of 
considerable length “representing what 
we have called research.” The Com- 
mittee recommended the appointment of 
an Editorial Board which will proceed 
to select an editor and begin publication 
as soon as practicable and the Commit- 
tee asked to be dismissed. The Council 
adopted the recommendation. 


TRUST FUND 

Samuel H. Ranck summarized the re- 
port of the Committee on Library Reve- 
nues and the Trustees Section which 
was printed in the Proceedings of the 
West Baden conference (see p. 470- 
471.) It was moved 

That the statement be approved by 
the Council and that the Committee be 
authorized to prepare a suitable intro- 
duction and perhaps some slight changes 
in the phraseology which would not in- 
terfere with the meaning, to make it 
more clear, as a recommendation to 
library boards of the country with refer- 
ence to the handling and care of trust 
funds. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 


PERSONNEL CLASSIFICATION 

Arthur E. Bostwick, chairman of the 
Committee, presented Classification and 
Compensation Plans for University and 
College Library Positions, a revision of 
a portion of the Telford report. This 
report was based on a preliminary re- 
port to the Committee by a sub-com- 
mittee consisting of Charles H. Brown, 
George A. Works and Harold L. Leupp. 


1. A library expenditure of $25 per 
student, exclusive of building main- 
tenance and new construction, as a mini- 
mum sum for library support in institu- 
tions having less than 8,000 students 
and $20 per student in universities hav- 
ing over 8,000 students. 

2. The library expenditure as per the 
above limitations relating to building 
maintenance and new _ construction 


should not be less than 4 per cent of the 
total maintenance expenditures of the 
college or university. The two fore- 
going items when taken together form a 
stabilizing standard for college and uni- 
versity library maintenance. 

3. Greater emphasis is placed on 
general and professional education in 
the equipment of the librarian and the 
professional staff. 

4. It gives the professional library 
staff faculty rank corresponding with 
similar educational and _ professional 
equipment on the part of the teaching 
staff, with the same salaries for the 
same rank, the librarian to have the 
status of professor or dean in every 
case. 

Mr. Bostwick recommended that this 
report be adopted. The motion was sec- 
onded by Samuel Ranck and carried. 
The report, a mimeographed document 
of about 70 pages, has been accepted by 
the Editorial Committee for publication. 

Mr. Bostwick proposed a supplemen- 
tary resolution as follows: 

Your Committee on Classification of 
Library Personnel recommends the 
adoption of the Telford report as a 
whole as thus amended and furthermore 
that the Committee be discharged and 
that a small committee be appointed to 
continue and extend this work as rec- 
ommended by Mr. Telford in his letter 


of transmittal published in the report of 
1927. 


The resolution was adopted. 


PROPOSAL FOR A PRISON LIBRARY 
DEMONSTRATION 


E. Kathleen Jones, chairman of the 
Committee on Institution Libraries, 
presented a report from the Committee 
in which it was advocated that a young 
man, a librarian, already interested in 
social service, be sent into the five 
Massachusetts prisons for men, to make 
a study of the prison library question. 
The Committee asked for $2500 for the 
study. It was 
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V oted to approve the plan in principle 
and refer it to the Executive Board for 
such action as may be possible. 


BEQUESTS 
It was 


Voted that the Council extend its 
greetings to Dr. Andrews and its thanks 
to him and to the anonymous librarian 
mentioned by Miss Eastman* for their 
bequests. 

COMMUNICATION FROM J. C. DANA 

A letter to be read to the Council was 
received by President Eastman and read 
by Secretary Milam. Mr. Dana criti- 
cized in his usual vigorous manner 
three activities of the Association: The 
Curriculum Study, Textbooks, and the 
proposed Journal of Discussion. We 
are unable to publish the whole letter, 
and, as it does not lend itself to abstract- 
ing, we shall be glad to send a mimeo- 
graphed copy of it to any member of 
the Association who cares to write to 
Headquarters for it. 

The Council voted that this communi- 
cation be referred to the Special Com- 
mittee on A. L. A. Activities. 

SUPERINTENDENCE MEETING N. E. A. 

President Eastman invited members 
of the Council and the A. L. A. to attend 
the meeting of the Department of Su- 
perintendence of the N. E. A. to be held 
in Cleveland the latter part of February. 

The meeting adjourned. 


CATALOG SECTION 

Thirty-five members of the Catalog 
Section gathered at six o’clock for din- 
ner at Le Petit Gourmet on Michigan 
Avenue. The regular meeting was called 
to order at eight o’clock at the Drake 
Hotel by the chairman, Helen Starr, 
James Jerome Hill Reference Library. 
She spoke of the progress made in the 
completion of certain L. C. Classifica- 


*See p. 11. 


tion schedules, notably Agriculture, 
Military science, and Anthropometry. 

W. S. Merrill, Newberry Library, 
explained that his Code for classifiers, 
just published, aims to be a guide to the 
“principles governing the consistent 
placing of books in a system of classi- 
fication.” In cases of a possible alterna- 
tive disposition of books, the rulings of 
the Code will help to maintain uni- 
formity and efficiency. 

W. P. Cutter, Baker Library at Har- 
vard University, spoke of his work in 
developing a system of classification, 
cataloging rules, and subject headings in 
the field of business. He has completed 
the schedules on Labor, using the Ex- 
pansive Notation, and is ready for com- 
ments on his work. 

Eliza Lamb, University of Chicago, 
expressed the need for more analytical 
work. Grace Kelley stated that the John 
Crerar Library was preparing a list of 
monographic series for which printed 
analytical cards can be supplied. 

A letter from Mr. Hastings, Library 
of Congress, described the “Photostat, 
Junior,” as a means of producing cards 
cheaply. This could be used to supply 
cards for entries which are supplied by 
other libraries and which are too highly 
specialized to justify the printing of 
cards. 

Mr. Hanson, University of Chicago, 
touched on certain international aspects 
of cooperative cataloging. He stated 
that he had discovered abroad little in- 
terest in L. C. printed cards. In Zurich, 
Munich, and in other places they did not 
approve of our standard size of cards. 
The Vatican Library is considering the 
printing of its cards for distribution to 
other libraries. In Oslo, interest was 
shown in our cataloging rules and also 
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in the possibility of getting L. C. cards 
for analyticals. 
After discussion the 
journed. 
Grace O. KELLEY, secretary. 


meeting ad- 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS OF THE 
MIDDLE WEST 

The midwinter conference of College 
Librarians of the Middle West was held 
Thursday morning, Anna M. Tarr, 
Lawrence College Library, presiding. 
The attendance was large, and much in- 
terest was manifest in the informal dis- 
cussion of papers presented. The first 
topic waS REORGANIZATION IN CLASSI- 
FICATION AND CATALOGING IN COLLEGE 
LIBRARIES,* by Ethel Bond, University 
of Illinois Library School. Miss Bond 
gave many practical suggestions, espe- 
cially helpful where adequate funds for 
complete reorganization are not avail- 
able. 

WHAT FACTORS DETERMINE THE AD- 
VISABILITY OF HAVING DEPARTMENTAL 
LIBRARIES,* was ably discussed by Mary 
C. Venn, Oberlin College Library. Af- 
ter tracing the history of departmental 
libraries, a summary of arguments for 
and against the centralization of books 
and the returns from a letter of inquiry 
sent to thirty-three libraries of the mid- 
dle west, which ‘show a decided move- 
ment toward centralization, were pre- 
sented. 

BUDGETING THE BOOK FUND,* was 
presented by Karl T. Jacobsen, Decorah 
College Library, who recommended 
three general principles which should 
govern the distribution of the book fund: 
system, flexibility and economy of ad- 
ministration. A close cooperation be- 
tween the librarian and the teaching 
~ *Copies of the first two papers may be secured in 


mimeograph and the last two in carbon, by writing 
Mary C. Venn, Oberlin College Library, Oberlin, O. 


advised, with considerable 
freedom given the librarian. 

THE PURCHASE OF DUPLICATES,* the 
final subject, was discussed by Julia 
Blanchard of Wheaton College Library. 

Officers for the coming year are C. P. 
Saber, Kansas State College Library, 
Emporia, chairman; Mary C. Venn, 
Oberlin College Library, Oberlin, secre- 
tary-treasurer ; Anna M. Tarr, Lawrence 
College, Appleton, third 
committee. 


staff was 


member of 


A joint session with the University 
and Reference Librarians was held on 
Friday morning. (See page 20.) 

Rose BALL, secretary, pro tem. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


An all-day meeting of the Editorial 
Committee was held on December 30, at 
which time plans were made for the 
1929 publishing activities of the A. L. A. 
The first notable volume to appear will 
be the Mudge Guide to reference books, 
in a new and-completely revised edition. 
Three important yearbooks loom large 
on the horizon for the first half of the 
year —the Children’s librarians year- 
book, the College and reference libra- 
rians yearbook and the School library 
yearbook. It is hoped also that .there 
will be two publications for the junior 
college, one a manual on organization 
and administration, the other an ex- 
tended and well-selected book list cover- 
ing all the subjects usually taught in 
these institutions. According to plans of 
the Committee, a service is soon to be 
launched whereby the A. L. A. will as- 
semble and publish information on sub- 
scription books now being sold in the 
United States and Canada. It was 
agreed to solicit manuscripts, for the 
Reading with a Purpose series, on South 
America, Scandinavian literature and 
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Great American careers, in addition to 
the other courses under way. 

The Committee has secured the serv- 
ices of Meta Schmidt, Margaret Jack- 
son and Nora Beust to revise and pre- 
pare for publication Books for the high 
school library, A buying list of books 
for small libraries and Graded list of 
books for children, respectively. 

With a view to charting the field of 
A. L. A. publishing and making plans 
for the next few years, a series of 
studies had been prepared by the Head- 
quarters editorial staff. These include 
not only lists of past publications of the 
A. L. A., made from many different 
angles, but a study of the work of other 
publishers in similar fields and a sum- 
mary of results from a questionnaire 
sent to university presses. It is expected 
that these studies will lead to some im- 
portant conclusions, that an examina- 
tion of them will reveal certain gaps to 
be filled or subjects to be emphasized, 
and that from them a definite program 
of A. L. A. publishing will in time 
develop. 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

A luncheon meeting and two open 
meetings were held by the Education 
Committee in addition to meetings of 
the subcommittee chairmen, the re- 
gional directors, and each subcommittee. 
Professor Waples, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, 
with the Training Subcommittee. 

Twenty-eight members including all 
chairmen of subcommittees attended the 
luncheon on December 28. Announce- 
ment was made that there is some pros- 
pect of securing funds for the School 
Library Department at A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. It was voted to stress the 


met 


elementary school library in the fourth 
Yearbook. The teachers college library 
will be emphasized in the third Year- 
book. In order to establish relations 
with the National Education Associa- 
tion, it was voted to hold a meeting of 
the committee in Cleveland at the time 
of the Department of Superintendence 
meeting in February. Miss Cutter an- 
nounced that a school library exhibit is 
being planned. The platoon school li- 
brarians and the teachers college libra- 
rians will hold conferences in Cleveland. 

Reports were received from two re- 
gional directors, Miss Zachert and Miss 
Olson, and from the subcommittee 
chairmen: Miss Cutter for Elementary 
Schools, Miss Lovis for Junior High 
Schools, Miss Greer for High Schools, 
Miss Palmer for Teachers’ Colleges, 
Miss Witmer for Teachers’ Service Li- 
braries, and Miss Howard for Library 
Training. Miss Zachert gave an addi- 
tional report on the Boston meeting of 
the Association of Teachers’ Colleges. 

By unanimous vote a word of greet- 
ing and sympathy was sent to Martha 
Wilson. 

At the open meeting on December 28 
the TRAINING OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
formed the general topic for the joint 
program of the Elementary, College and 
Junior College, and Training subcom- 
mittees. Discussion from the floor fol- 
lowed papers by Mr. Stone on special- 
ization in the training of school libra- 
rians, by Miss Farr on _ educational 
courses for school librarians, and by 
Miss Cutter on the training of librarians 
in elementary and junior high schools in 
comparison with that of children’s li- 
brarians. Miss Cutter also spoke of her 
visit to Mexico City and the Lincoln 
Library. Miss Lovis presented tentative 
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objectives of the Junior High School 
subcommittee. 

The Normal School and Teachers 
College Librarians section joined the 
committee in the open meeting of De- 
cember 29. The proposed revision of 
the Measuring Stick set up by Mr. Kerr 
was presented by Miss Palmer for the 
Teachers College subcommittee. Miss 
Witmer announced the plans of the Ad- 
ministrative and Reference subcommit- 
tee, and open discussion of problems of 
high school library service was lead by 
Miss Greer of the High School sub- 
committee. Greetings were received 
from regional directors and members- 
at-large. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY 
COMMISSIONS 

The League of Library Commissions 
met on December 28 at 10 a. m., the 
president, C. B. Lester, presiding. The 
topic for discussion was ADULT EDUCA- 
TION FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF THE 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF STATE 
LIBRARY COMMISSIONS. Dr. John D. 
Willard, of the American Association 
for Adult Education, was asked to pre- 
sent the problem as related to the rural 
population, 

Dr. Willard discussed the differences 
between the urban and rural community, 
bringing out the fact that the rural com- 
munities are making the best of their 
opportunities to educate themselves. He 
cited as an example the plays, clubs, and 
entertainments, all indigenous products 
of the life of rural people, and repre- 
senting real thought and effort. He said 
what the rural people need most is 
libraries. He suggested the following 
plan of operation : 


1. A conference in each state of all 
state wide agencies and collegiate insti- 


tutions on the subject of adult education, 
in order to learn: 


a. What various agencies and in- 
stitutions are now doing in adult edu- 
cation. 


b. The consensus of opinion as to 
the greatest immediate need and op- 
portunity in adult education. 

c. What each agency is willing 

and able to sponsor in the way of 
experiment and demonstration, with 
specific allocation of such expendi- 
tures. 
2. Experiment in selected counties 
and communities to discover how much 
of an adult education program the local 
leadership and initiative will develop 
with a minimum of help from the 
institution. 


3. A clearing house in each state 
through which the institution will be 
currently informed on all programs in 
adult education experiments. 


4. <A report and discussion on adult 
education at an annual conference in 
which experiences will be compared. 


Lillian E. Cook, of North Dakota 
State Library Commission, talked on the 
responsibility of library workers in adult 
education. Miss Cook believes that all 
reading courses for credit should be 
eliminated. She suggested that the Com- 
mission should provide reading lists for 
librarians in small towns, and that the 
commission worker should attend dis- 
trict club meetings, discussing the pro- 
grams with community leaders. She 
urged cooperation of the Commissions 
with other agencies. 

As Adelene J. Pratt, of Baltimore, 
was unable to be present, the remainder 
of the session was given up to informal 
discussion. 

The afternoon session was devoted to 
a discussion of commission problems 
and committee reports. 

Miss Long, in the absence of Mr. 
Tolman, spoke on the necessity of se- 
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curing adequate support for library 
enterprises and deplored the tendency 
of communities to give any kind of 
library service rather than none, recom- 
mending the postponement of book serv- 
ice until a right beginning could be 
made. Other state representatives ques- 
tioned the right to withhold help when 
a small beginning is to be made. Ohio, 
Indiana and Kentucky report minimum 
tax rates. 

Mr. Lester stated the need of a state 
equalization of library as well as school 
facilities, as is done in New Jersey and 
New York where’ state aid is accom- 
panied by state control. It was reported 
that Wisconsin and Michigan lend large 
collections of books (1,000 in Michigan) 
to counties when organizing libraries. 

Mr. Bailey, reporting for the Com- 
mittee on Publications, stated that the 
two county library posters could be 
made for about $200 per thousand. On 
motion of Miss Rawson, the Committee 
was authorized to proceed with the plans 
for the posters and was allowed not to 
exceed $200. 

Miss Cook reported for the Commit- 
tee on cooperation with suggestions for 
the use of the Reading with a Purpose 
courses. As a result of a questionnaire 
sent Library Commissions, she reported 
that the majority purchase all of the 
books on the lists; that the majority did 
not prefer a shorter list of courses; that 
the booklets serve other needs ; that they 
are the best publication of the A. L. A. 
Complete reports of this Committee’s 
activities will be sent each member of 
the League. 

Copies of Miss Price’s report for the 
Committee on Library Equipment were 
distributed. 


Miss Merrill discussed publications 


of the Extension Committee of the 
A. L. A., and spoke of the possibility of 
including a course on county libraries in 
the curriculum of some library school, 
and of a summer course in rural soci- 
ology for county library workers, in 
connection with some agricultural col- 
lege. The latter suggestion met with 
great enthusiasm. 


LIBRARIANS OF LARGE PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 

The Librarians of Large Public Li- 
braries held two sessions on December 
28. Clarence E. Sherman, Providence 
Public Library, presided. 

The topic discussed at the meeting 
Friday morning was THE INFLUENCE OF 
METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS ON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION. Lent D. Up- 
son, director of the Detroit Bureau of 
Governmental Research, presented the 
social, economic, and political aspects of 
metropolitan districts. He traced the 
development of municipalities and their 
over-flowing into the suburban areas, 
drawing particular attention to such ex- 
amples as metropolitan areas estab- 
lished for the purpose of developing 
parks, sewage disposal, docking facil- 
ities, etc. In trying to apply similar 
principles to public library administra- 
tion, Mr. Upson brought out the fact 
that this is an entirely new development 
and that librarians themselves, must, by 
study and experience, work out the 
necessary conclusions. 

He was followed by Carl P. Vitz, who 
explained the plan through which by 
contractual arrangement, the Toledo 
Public Library administers the library 
of a neighboring town. He spoke also 
of the application of the principles of 
county library service management to 
the metropolitan problem. 








— 


ons: 





18 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The last speaker on the program was 
Linda A. Eastman, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary. She described the expanding 
growth of Cleveland and its influence on 
the surrounding area, stressing the in- 
terest of former residents of that city 
now residing in suburban towns in effi- 
cient library service and the possibili- 
ties of legal arrangements whereby the 
large city library may administer, at 
least in part, the service of public li- 
braries in small neighboring com- 
munities. 


In the general discussion which fol- 
lowed, it was the opinion of several 
speakers that the present informal pol- 
icy of giving reference and circulation 
service to those who have business or 
educational connections in a metropol- 
itan city, but whose residence is in 
the suburban district, will ultimately 
break down by its own weight. It was 
agreed that while it may be possible to 
continue reference or research service, 
the circulation privileges will finally 
cease unless established on the basis of 
a legal contract with adequate financial 
reimbursement to the metropolitan 
library. 

At the session Friday evening, BOND 
ISSUES FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION was the topic. Simeon 
E. Leland, University of Chicago, 
prepared a paper on THE FINANCING 
OF PUBLIC LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION 
THROUGH BOND ISSUES. In his absence, 
because of illness, the paper was read 
by Forrest B. Spaulding, Des Moines 
Public Library. Professor Leland has 
made a thorough study of the statistics 
relating to public library building con- 
struction in the United States and the 
results constitute a very significant con- 
tribution to the literature of public li- 


brary administration. Analyzing the 
several methods of financing library 
construction—by gift, by tax levy, and 
by bond issue 





Professor Leland’s opin- 
ion is that except in the case of the 
erection of an extensive central library 
involving several hundred thousands of 
dollars or more, it is better financial 
policy to depend upon the tax levy than 
to resort to the issue of bonds. 

Illness prevented Joseph L. Wheeler, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
from attending and his paper SOME 
PROBLEMS IN SECURING LIBRARY BUILD- 
INGS was read by Thomas P. Ayer, 
Richmond Public Library. This proved 
to be a valuable study of many legal 
technicalities connected with the build- 
ing of public libraries. 

The formal part of the program 
closed with advice by Samuel H. Ranck, 
Grand Rapids Public Library, concern- 
ing methods of educating public opinion 
in favor of a bond issue. 

Several miscellaneous topics were dis- 
cussed. George F. Bowerman, District 
of Columbia Public Library, asked to 
have the Committee on Library Ad- 
ministration consider a more accurate 
definition of the term “branch library.” 
This was voted. It was the opinion 
of those present that a “librarian of 
a large public library” is an executive 
representing a public library of 100,000 
or more volumes, or a public library 
in a city of not less than 100,000 
population. After an extended discus- 
sion, a motion to request the Council to 
admit this group as a section was lost. 
It was voted to publish and distribute 
the proceedings of the two sessions. 
(Subscriptions should be made via the 
Chairman at once. The cost will be 


approximately $2.00 per copy, depend- 
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ing upon the number of orders re- 
ceived. ) 

Before adjournment, the Chairman 
appointed the following committee to 
arrange for the 1929 meeting: Paul N. 
Rice, Dayton Public Library, chairman ; 
Paul M. Paine, Syracuse Public Li- 
brary, and Webster Wheelock, St. Paul 
Public Library. 

CLARENCE E. SHERMAN, chairman. 


NORMAL SCHOOL AND TEACHERS 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 

The meeting of Normal School and 
Teachers College Librarians was held 
on the afternoon of December 28. About 
fifty persons attended. A paper was 
read by C. P. Baber, Kellogg Library, 
State Teachers College Library, Em- 
poria. He discussed, from the point of 
view of one recently come into teachers 
college work, the place of the library in 
the whole scheme of the institution, the 
contribution it should make to all sides 
of the work, the equipment in books and 
other facilities, the efficient planning of 
library buildings, the educational train- 
ing of the librarian, the special contri- 
bution the library should make to the 
education of the student and a number 
of other interesting topics. After dis- 
cussion of Mr. Baber’s paper, a general 
discussion or question box led to in- 
formal exchange of opinion and experi- 
ence on such subjects as the handling of 
reserved books, the most desirable kind 
of graduate study for the teachers col- 
lege librarian, new buildings for teach- 
ers college libraries, children’s libraries 
in practice schools, etc. 

Most of those who attended the Fri- 
day meeting also attended the open ses- 
sion of the Education Committee on 


Saturday afternoon when the revision 
of the “Measuring Stick” was dis- 
cussed under the leadership of Miss 
Palmer, chairman of the subcommittee 
on Normal School and Teachers Col- 
lege Libraries. 

BertHa Hatcu, chairman. 


RELIGIOUS BOOK ROUND TABLE 


The Religious Book Round Table met 
for luncheon at Marshall Field’s tea 
room December 28. Most of the fifteen 
attending were librarians or assistants in 
theological libraries, but there were also 
present representatives from publishers 
and sellers of religious books. This was 
the first meeting of those in Chicago 
who are especially interested in the dis- 
tribution of religious books. Although 
the meeting was intended primarily for 
social purposes, suggestions were made 
as to methods by which we might co- 
operate more effectively. It was sug- 
gested that a union catalog of at least 
the more unusual items contained in the 
various theological libraries of the city 
be considered. A committee composed 
of Dr. Matthew Spinka, Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary Library, and Dr. 
Henry Schaeffer, Lutheran Theological 
Seminary Library, was appointed to 
consider ways and means by which such 
a catalog might be secured and report 
to a later meeting of the group. This 
necessitated the forming of a local or- 
ganization, the Chicago Religious Book 
Club, John F. Lyons, Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary Library, was 
elected president ; Helen R. Curtis, Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary Library, 
vice president and Grace Phillips, Uni- 
versity of Chicago Divinity School, sec- 
retary. 

Joun F. Lyons, chairman. 
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UNIVERSITY AND REFERENCE 
LIBRARIANS AND COLLEGE 
LIBRARIANS OF THE 
MIDDLE WEST 
The joint session of the University 
and Reference Librarians and College 
Librarians of the Middle West on the 
morning of December 28 opened with 
a short talk by Dr. George A. Works, 
Advanced Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago, on the plans and 
work of the Committee of the North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools on standards for 
college and university libraries. This 
was followed by committee reports on 
the College and reference library year- 
book by Charles B. Shaw, Swarthmore 
College Library, on library statistics by 
Julian S. Fowler, Oberlin College Li- 
brary, and on the study of library tools 
as a required course in the curriculum, 
by F. K. W. Drury. Professor Edward 
F. Rothschild, of the University of Chi- 
cago, who spoke on THE ART REFERENCE 
COLLECTION, GIFT OF THE CARNEGIE 
CORPORATION, exhibited a number of 
prints, photographs, and samples of 
textiles in connection with his address. 
The session closed with a paper by Mary 
Rudd Cochran, University of Cincinnati 
Library, on THE ACQUISITION AND CARE 
OF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. Anna M. 
Tarr, Lawrence College Library, and 
Harold L. Leupp, University of Cali- 
fornia Library, chairmen of the two 

groups, presided jointly. 

On the afternoon of the same day the 
university and reterence librarians met 
independently. T. W. Koch, North- 
western University Library, opened a 
symposium on COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY BUILDINGS, illustrated with 
slides showing both elevations and floor 


plans. These were followed by views 
and plans of the building under con- 
struction at the University of Rochester, 
with its central tower stack; of that 
about to be erected at the University of 
Cincinnati, with its interesting demon- 
stration of the possibilities of a side-hill 
site; and of the new library at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, with its provision for 
enormous future expansion; explained 
by the respective librarians, Messrs, Gil- 
christ, Henry, and Windsor. Mr. 
Gerould explained the plans for the List 
of Serial Publications of Foreign Gov- 
ernments, work upon which has begun, 
and also those for continuation of the 
Union list of serials, mentioning in the 
latter connection the interesting fact that 
there remains in the hands of the Com- 
mittee a balance of about $8,000 from 
the financing of the Union list. Adah 
Patton, University of Illinois Library, 
presented the results of a study of the 
treatment and use of the British Mu- 
seum Monthly List of Accessions in 
some of the larger university libraries, 
and Mr. Meyer spoke of the reprinting 
of the British Museum Catalogue, with 
accessions to date of publication in- 
cluded, as a probable undertaking of 
the near future. After a brief discus- 
sion of Charles H. Brown’s suggestion 
that a small fee be charged for the priv- 
ilege of borrowing scientific and tech- 
nical periodicals the 


library loan system, the officers for next 


through inter- 


year were elected: Julian S. Fowler, 
Oberlin College Library, chairman, and 
George B. Utley, Newberry Library, 
secretary. As the end of the session 
was reached without affording those 
present the opportunity to hear F. L. D. 
Goodrich on 


DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 


AS A PROBLEM IN LIBRARY ADMINISTRA- 
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TION, it is planned to include this paper 
in the program for next December’s 
meeting. 

Harotp L. Leupp, chairman. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA 


A meeting of the Bibliographical 
Society of America was held on Thurs- 
day evening, December 27, at the Drake 
Hotel in Chicago. President H. H. B. 
Meyer in the chair. In the absence of 
the Secretary, Dr. Shearer, Mr. Sever- 
ance filled his place. 

The revised Constitution was adopted 
as presented by the committee, but an 
amendment to provide for trustees of 
the endowment fund is to be presented 
at the next meeting in Washington. 

The new edition of the British Mu- 
seum Catalogue of printed books in 
which the Bibliographical Society has 
interested itself during the past two 
years aroused considerable discussion. 
It will be complete down to date includ- 
ing the old catalogue and all accessions 
since. The committee needs to know at 
once what libraries own the old edition, 
and in how many copies, and also what 
libraries subscribe to the accessions 
catalogue. Lastly all libraries that are 
ready to subscribe to the new edition 
should make that known to the chair- 
man of the subcommittee of the district 
in which the library is located. Two 
prices have been proposed based on the 
size of the edition. If an edition of 500 
copies is printed the price for the 160 
volumes more or less would be £210 per 
volume, £50 per year for eight years, 
five volumes to be issued every quarter. 
If an edition of 250 copies is printed, 
the price per volume would be at least 


£4 and the annual subscription might 
reach £100 per year. 
The chairmen of the regional sub- 
committees are: 
New England, Andrew Keogh, Yale 
University. 


Middle Atlantic, Harry M. Lydenberg, 
New York Public Library (including 
W. Va. and D. C.). 


South Atlantic, Louis R. Wilson, Uni- 
versity of North Carolina. 


Middle West, W. W. Bishop, University 
of Michigan (including Colorado and 
Utah). 

Pacific and South West, Harold L. 
Leupp, University of California (in- 
cluding Alaska). 

Three papers were presented. The 
first by Mr. M. E. Pillett of the Port 
of New York Authority on a Bibliog- 
raphy of Water Transportation, read 
by Mr. Severance, proved a valuable 
contribution on bibliographical method. 
This was followed by a paper on 
CHRISTOPHER SMART'S WRITINGS by Dr. 
Charles D. Abbott of the University of 
Buffalo, read by Mr. Utley. The last 
paper on A BIBLOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM 
DAMPHIERE’S VOYAGES by Prof. W. H. 
Bonner owing to the lateness of the 
hour was read by title only. It will be 
printed in the proceedings and will be 
recognized as a most valuable contribu- 
tion to the bibliography of voyages. 

On Friday evening members of the 
society enjoyed a visit to the private 
library of Mr. Chester H. Thordarson. 
His collection is rich in rare and early 
books on mechanics and engineering and 
early English literature of the Eliza- 
bethan period. Mr. Thordarson’s collec- 
tion of early and rare serials in botany 
is of great value. 

H. H. B. Meyer, 
President. 
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City ~ Librarians . Professional Assistants Non- 
Ne. Min. Max No. Min Mu! ‘No. 
Atlanta 7 1020 1200 , 
Boston 4 1824 2112 ms 
Bridgeport 4 1200 2590 1 1800 I 
Chicago 23 1560 2340 a ry 
Cleveland 262 1500 2945 133 1200 18 ys 
Elizabeth 5 2250 2875 aes 
Forth Worth 7 810 1350 ms 
Gary 108 1200 2340 CLS 
Jersey City 3 2220 “a 4 
Kansas City, Mo. 4? 1600 2500 1 1400 TT 
Los Angeles 57 1800 3040 _ 
Miami 2 1125 a. 
Minneapolis 98 1600 2500 1 1200 Bey 
New Bedford 3 1675 2700 3 1675 Ca 
Philadelphia 19 1800 3200 2 1500 1% 19 
Pittsburgh 18 1800 3200 11 1500 tm 
Rochester, N. Y. 10 1400 2700 3 BT ov 
Rockford 3 1250 1600 a. 
St. Joseph 1 1200 y 
Sioux City 2 950 1860 yg 
Somerville 1 1650 > 
Toledo 5 1430 1927 eg 
Trenton 3 2800 3400 1 1800 'y 
Washington 8 1400 2200 8 1400 > 





1 Ten months for 13 Senior High Schools. 


12 months for others. 


2 One Trade and one School for problem boys included. 


3 Includes 3 part time. 
‘ Three pages included. 
5 Except two jointly. 


Junior and Senior High School Libraries 


The American Library Association Com- 
mittee on Salaries, Insurance and Annuities 
presents the fifth annual table for this 
group. The fourth report was published 
May, 1928. It should be noted that the 
report deals with salaries actually paid for 
the school year 1928-29 and not with sala- 
ries which may be attained. 


This table includes twenty-four systems. 
Sixty cities were circularized and twenty- 
four replies were received. Twenty-three 
in the last compilation did not report this 
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year. Two new ones are included. 

The average number of months of serv- 
ice required each year is ten for the schools 
managed by the school boards, and twelve 
for those managed by the public libraries. 

The average minimum salary for the 
complete table is $1,514 and the average 
maximum is $2,419. In comparing the 
twenty-two cities which appear both years 
we find a decrease of $146 in minimum, 
and an increase of $22 in maximum aver- 
age salary. There is an increase of sixty- 
three in the number of librarians and pro- 
fessional assistants. 
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NISENIOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


*€ &/Salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1929 













































































| Salaries 
| Paid by Months of 
Total P.L. Pub. Library Schoo ] Service 
Non-Professional Assistants Salaries 8.B. School Board Enrollment Required City 
Mu! ‘No. in. Max. Min. flax. 
= 
ct 7200 8.B. 900 2000 10 Atlanta 
oud oy 7968 8.B. 1303 2717 10 Boston 
oo 8390 8.B. 523 1667 Bridgeport 
so 39 900 1980 81,352.50 8.B. 1057 5091 10 Chicago 
1% ggs 840 1500 107,8424 P.L.§ 520 3656 12 Cleveland 
a 11,225 8.B. 433 1726 10 Elizabeth 
sw | 5220 8.B. 555 1350 9 Fort Worth 
CE cok. ace. CS ipmtiaead 8.B. 200 1500 12 Gary 
— : 
suf @ 1080 1440 11,650 P.L. 2525 3843 12 Jersey City 
ae | rs ne 8.B. 10 Kansas City, Mo. 
“aS 140,633 8.B. 284 3084 10 Los Angeles 
eo 2250 S.B. 55 1772 9 ‘Miami 
: : 
sad § 500 875 19,650 8.B. 1363 2564 10 Minneapolis 
2m a 7,810 S.B.9 1030 1553 10 New Bedford 
19 10 860 1280 60,075 8.B. 1312 3778 10 Philadelphia 
1 A 66,475 8.B. 461 2460 10 Pittsburgh 
14 1 1400 27,368.75 8.B. 552 2419 10 Rochester, N.Y. 
is 4,530 8.B. 1493 2210 10 Rockford 
—a 
- 1,320 8.B. 1000 9 St. Joseph 
inguin 8.B. 510 9% Sioux City 
4 1,650 8.B. 2389 10 Somerville 
a 
ee” kee  jo<«sae0 . . sieedwe 8.B. 832 2065 10 Toledo 
Pt vies “bees  . | ieieaaes 8.B. 1800 2350 10 Trenton 
22. 19,800 S.B. 1090 2648 Washington 








6 Only one is entirely High School. 

7 Does not include branch libraries in school buildings. 

8 Public Library maintains libraries in all Junior High Schools. 
* One salary is paid jointly 


The ‘title, “Professional Assistant,” has 
been defined as designating those members 
of the staff of a junior and senior high 
school library who have: 

1. A bachelor’s degree, with one year of 
professional education; or 


2. A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education in the 
four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 


3. (a) An education considered by the 
librarian as the real equivalent of 
four years of college work, plus one 
year of professional education; or, 
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(b) An informal education equivalent 
to four years of college work, plus 
five years of experience in a library 
of recognized professional standing. 

The provisions of 3 are to take care of 
those already in the profession. Later 
additions to the groups should meet re- 
quirements 1 or 2 as other members of 
the high school faculty are required to 
do. 

The number of non-professional assist- 
ants reported shows a gain of one. One 
city not reporting any last year does so 
this. 

Leta Perry, Compiler, 
Broadway High School Library, 
Seattle, Washington. 











A Series of Reading Courses 


Biology, VERNON KELLOGG 
. English Literature, 
W. N. C. Carton 
. Ten Pivotal wun of History, 
AmBROSE W. VERNON 
Some Great American Books, 
Darras Lore SHARP 
Frontiers of Knowledge, 
Jesse Lee BENNETT 
Ears to Hear; 


Sociology and Social Problems, 
Howarp W. Opum 
. The Physical Sciences, 
SLossoNn 


. Conflicts in American Public Opin- 


ion, WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE 
and Water E. Myer 


Psychology, Everett Dean MartTIN 


Philosophy, 
ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN 
Our Children, M. V. O’SHEA 
Religion in Everyday Life, 
Witrrep T. Gennvenz 
The Life of Christ, 
Rurus M. Jones 
. Appreciation of Sculpture, 
Lorapo Tart 
. The Europe of Our Day, 
Hersert ApAms GIBBONS 
The Poetry of Our Own Time, 
MARGUERITE WILKINSON 


. The United States in Recent Times, 


Freperic L. Paxson 
Pleasure From Pictures, 

Henry TuRNER BAILEY 
American Education, 

Wiriiam F. RussEti 
Architecture, LEw1s Mumrorp 
The Modern Essay, 

Samuet McCuorp Crotners. 


Americans From Abroad, 
Joun PatmerR Gavit 


The French Revolution as Told in 


iction, 
WILLIAM STEARNS Davis 
The Practice of Politics, 
RayMOnD MOLEY 
The Modern Drama, 
Barrett H. Crark 


The Westward March of American 


Settlement, HamMiin GARLAND 
The Stars, Harrow SHAPLEY 


The Founders of the Republic, 
Ciaupe G. Bowers 


The Foreign Relations of the U. S., 


Paut Scott Mowrer 
Twentieth Century American 


ir; a Guide for Music 
Lovers, DANIEL GREGORY Mason 


Ever Widening j 
Circles 


INCE the publication of the first 

Reading with a Purpose course, 
adult education workers have watched 
with interest the influence of the series. 
Like the effect of a pebble dropped into 
a pool, the first ripple has grown into 
ever widening circles, until now the 


courses encompass millions of readers. 


Planned and intended originally for 
the individual, they have come to be 
used as study outlines by industries, 
schools, colleges, study clubs, and other 
groups. Five hundred and twenty thou- 
sand copies are in use. 


The courses are short, readable, and 
authoritative. Titles of those now pub- 
lished appear in the column at the left. 
Prices: Cloth 50c; 10 or more 45c each. 
Paper 35c; 10 copies $1; 25, $2.25; 50, 
$6.50; 100, $11. 





New Reading with a Purpose Poster 
Describes the courses briefly and tells what may be 


gained from them. Printed in red and black on vivid 
green stock. Awarded mention for typographical 
excellence. 


Novels, Witt1am Lyon PHELPS 
A Study of English Drama on the 
Stage, WALTER PricHarp Eaton 
Good English, Vircinrta C. Bacon 
Adventures in Flower Gardening, 
Sypney B. MITCHELL 
French Literature, Irvinc Bansitt 
The Young Child, 
Birp T. BaLpwin 
Geography, J. Russert SmitH 
Pivotal Figures of Science, 
ArtHur E. Bostwick 
George Washington, 
ALBERT BusHNELL Hart 
Prehistory, 
Grorce Grant MacCurpy 





Prices: Single copy 25c; 5 copies $1; 


10, $1.50; 25, $3; 50, $5. 
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